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and social and aesthetic street strategies.

3. Methodology

The present study involved a dual analysis with both quantitative and qualitative methods; therefore, for specification of
the effectiveness of the indicators and components extracted from the contents, indexing was first carried out based on
the criteria of environmental response, generation of social spaces, and human orientation of the space.

- Questionnaire

A questionnaire with 64 items was made, along with a direct interview with statistical panels of experts (30 people). In
this method, the Delphi technique was used with the Likert spectrum in order to confirm the indicators and components
and the validity of the questionnaire according to Lavasheh’s model, where the items are specified by the expert panels
as necessary, unnecessary but useful, or unnecessary. 60 of the items were thus specified as necessary.

- Direct interview

The qualitative research method involved interviews and the content analysis procedure, composed of a point-to-point
examination and fragmentation of the research text, a design of questions with raw data for face-to-face interviews on
the research scope, and a classification of the phrases based on semantic units and coding of the detected words. In fact,
content analysis was made with the three methods of open, axial, and selective coding to identify the core categories
corresponding to the main concepts that made up the basic characteristics of the study, a careful bottom-up examination
of the text.

- Amos software

The Amos software was used along with structural equation modeling and confirmatory factor analysis to identify the
causal relationships between the variables in terms of how to obtain the street renaissance of the area. A proper level
of fitness was indicated, besides a direct relationship between all the components and their effectiveness on each other,
demonstrating that the proposed model of structural equations affected street renaissance.

- MAXQDA software

A model was presented using the MAXQDA software to demonstrate the relationship between the research indicators in
order to account for the effectiveness of street renaissance as a practical tool and the implementation of renaissance-based
strategies in the generation of human social spaces.

4. Results and Discussion

The quantitative and qualitative analyses demonstrated that the research indicators were of great significance. Therefore,
the null hypothesis of insignificance was rejected, and emphasis was placed on promotion of potentials in space. In fact,
quantitative and qualitative analysis, along with presentation of renaissance-based solutions, makes up the basis of a
solution to the problem of urban open spaces, especially the street, and a reinterpretation of their past social lives.

5. Conclusion

Urban renaissance is a technique from the past century used in urban issues, which aims to innovate in the reflection on
the city and the generation of human spaces. It is a model for modification of inefficient parameters and unsuccessful
ideas in urban regeneration plans, especially for the street, which can lead to social revitalization of the central part of the
city with economic, cultural, physical-structural, and social approaches.

Key words: Street Renaissance, Street Problematic, Space Reinterpretation, Basic Renaissance Strategies.
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Highlights
— Street renaissance as a responsive tool in problematic solution of public areas of the city, especially the street and re-
reading social life, preserving civilization, achieving the idea of an interactive humanist space.
— Renaissance in order to renew the desirability of urban open spaces.
— Social-cultural revival of the street.
— Street renaissance as a tool in the production and reproduction of human-centered social spaces.

— In Renaissance strategies, the focus is on man and on human planning and design.

Extended abstract

1. Introduction

Addressing urban problematics by pondering urban streets and introducing street renaissance as a functional tool in
solution of urban problems and social revitalization of public spaces will eventually generate and regenerate human
living spaces that lead to different experiences of space objectivity on citizens’ subjectivity

2. Theoretical Framework

- The concept of renaissance and urban renaissance

Renaissance means rebirth and a form of birth in a new life.

- The concept of street and street renaissance

Street renaissance is a revolution in the sphere of technocratic and elitist reflection on the city, which fearlessly attacks

the distressed, soulless body of the city, and is based on human dignity and a democratic, socio-cultural movement that
seeks to cross out the unsightly streets of the city, leading to the renewal of utility on various perceptual, functional, and
aesthetic dimensions of urban public spaces, including streets, sidewalks, squares, and sometimes neighborhoods.
Urban renaissance is an idea aimed at the success of urban regeneration programs, promotion of sustainable lifestyles,
design of physical spaces, and inclusion of all social groups in the city. On the other hand, urban renaissance is an
approach to socio-cultural and economic revitalization.

- Conceptualization of the indicators

The ideal of street renaissance is to present human spaces, generate and regenerate spaces as places for invitation and
constant presence of citizens, and generate spaces admired by citizens. Therefore, for specification of the effectiveness
of the indicators and components extracted from the contents, indexing is first carried out based on the criteria of
environmental response, generation of social spaces, and human orientation of the space.

- Renaissance-based strategies

Innovation strategies and human-oriented planning are aimed at improving the biosocial quality and enhancing the daily
lives of citizens in open urban areas. Renaissance strategies are based on functional strategies in policy-making, planning,
and design of public urban spaces that provide the scope of activity and the path to the desired conditions. These solutions
can affect areas such as streets, sidewalks, and squares from economic, social, cultural, and other aspects and provide a

policy and perspective on what they should be. They include economy-based strategies, culturally-oriented strategies,
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This applied descriptive-analytical research was based on the analysis of questionnaires through a correlation strategy.
The contextual variables and spatial capabilities were assessed as independent variables, and spatial resilience was
examined as a dependent variable. To specify the sample size using Cochran’s formula, 357 clients at Tabriz Historic
Bazaar were selected to constitute the sample. For assessment of the reliability of the questionnaire, Cronbach’s alpha
coefficient was calculated as 0.899, which indicated the reliability of the research instrument. To analyze the data, the
independent t-test was used to assess the current conditions, and correlation and regression tests were performed to
examine the synchronous relationships between the variables.

Results and Discussion:

The findings of the data analysis demonstrated that Tabriz Historic Bazaar was in favorable conditions in terms of
resilience, contextualism, and spatial capabilities, and there were significant relationships between space resilience and
the contextual components )physical, historical, cultural, and environmental-climatic) and spatial capabilities (flexibility,
adaptability, variability, and reactivity) with coefficients of 0.773 and 0.834, respectively. There was also a significant
relationship between contextualism and spatial capabilities with a coefficient of 0.767. The greatest impact on the
resiliency of the bazaar space was associated among the four spatial capabilities to the adaptability and reactivity of
the space with beta coefficients of 0.365 and 0.351, respectively, and among the four components of contextualism to
the climatic and historical contexts with beta coefficients of 0.378 and 0.212, respectively. However, the lowest score
was associated with the adaptability and climatic context of the space, and the highest with its flexibility and historical
context. This indicated, on the one hand, that the capability of adapting to changes and new conditions and of adopting
spontaneous response strategies against changes was most effective on the continuity of the space activity. On the other
hand, adaptation to climatic conditions and environmental comfort and to native species and collective memories played
a major role in maintenance of the space vitality over a long period of time. Given that previous research has emphasized
the high degree of resilience due to the characteristics and capabilities of the environment, the present study was focused
on concern for both contextual factors and spatial capabilities that are effective in the achievement of resilience and
reduction of vulnerability to change. This was considered as the innovative aspect of the research.

Furthermore, the findings indicated that all the four contextual components had the appropriate spatial characteristics
required to continue the activity due to the significant relationship between contextualism and spatial capabilities.
However, the cultural and climatic contexts were in favorable conditions in terms of spatial capabilities.

Conclusion:

The results demonstrated that Tabriz Historic Bazaar was influenced more by spatial capabilities than by contextual
components in terms of resilience. That is, contextual components must be taken into account in addition to spatial
capabilities to enhance resilience. Emphasis on both features will be effective in reduction of vulnerability and
enhancement of resilience, and achievement of resilience requires the alignment of space with the context, where the
ability to cope with disorders is realized as the capability of the space is raised through its inherent potentials.

Keywords: Tabriz Historic Bazaar, contextualism, resilience, spatial capability.
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Highlights
— The favorable situation of Tabriz Historic Bazaar was revealed in terms of resilience, contextualism and spatial
capabilities.
— The relationship between contextual components and spatial capabilities with spatial resilience was explored.
— The greatest effect of adaptability and climatic context on resilience of Bazaar was revealed.

— Emphasis was discovered on paying attention to both factors of contextualism and spatial capabilities in achieving
resilience.

Extended abstract

Introduction

A new topic in the field of resilience, spatial resilience seeks space dynamism and vitality by preserving identity and
function through focusing on particular features of space which provide an appropriate platform for possibility of vitality
over time while maintaining efficiency and attendance. However, the existence of unused and abandoned spaces in cities
and the importance of concern for the durability of spaces and their role in sustainability are among the leading challenges
in metropolises, which seem to be modifiable and improvable due to their compatibility with the context and possession
of environmental features that lead to the resilience required in addressing disorders. The purpose of the present study,
designed to promote sustainability and urban identity, is to investigate the effects of contextualism and spatial capabilities
on resilience in Tabriz Historic Bazaar.

Theoretical Framework:

Spatial resilience concerns the possibility of different applications, adaptations, and capabilities and even the acceptance
of changes without modification of identity. Therefore, the four components of flexibility, adaptability, variability, and
reactivity were evaluated in a case study as spatial capabilities affecting the survival of spaces through analysis of the
key concepts in different areas of resilience studies. On the other hand, the significance of the context in the discussion of
spatial resilience can be considered for assessment of the success of spaces in achievement of the resilience required by the
degree of their contextualism. The four physical, historical, cultural, and climatic components were examined in the case
study as important contextual components affecting the survival of spaces. In other words, the effects of contextualism
and spatial capability on spatial resilience were investigated through assessment of the relevant relationships.

Methodology:
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The results of the Friedman ranking test demonstrated that physical flexibility ranked highest in average, and was the most
important indicator affecting social interactions. The social homogeneity, interpersonal flexibility, and spatial arena sub-
components were ranked next, averaging 10.34, 10.20, and 8.82, respectively. According to the findings, the indicators
of physical flexibility, social homogeneity, interpersonal flexibility, and spatial arena exhibited the greatest impacts on
social interactions, and those of dimensions, proportions, and hierarchy affected them less than the others. The results
indicated that the components of territoriality, such as interpersonal distance, physical characteristics, spatial domains,
and audio-visual privacy, could be regarded as variables affecting social interactions in the Sheshsad Dastgah residential
complex with an approach to maintenance of privacy.

Keywords: housing, residential complex, privacy, territory, social interaction, Sheshsad Dastgah residential complex in
Mashhad
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Altman (1975) considers personal space and territoriality as the main mechanisms used for achievement of privacy
(Lang, 2009: 165).

Communication means the ability to transfer human information, thoughts, and behaviors from one person to another.
Social interaction is a need that involves actions and emotions such as the sense of belonging and attachment, joining a
group, loving, and being approved (Siramkaya, 2017).

The factors effective on the promotion of social interactions with the privacy approach include the following:

* Physical characteristics,

* Borders and territories (hierarchy, border clarity, and controllability in the separation of private and public areas),

* Interpersonal distances,

* Audio and visual privacy.

Methodology

The research method is descriptive-analytical, adopted besides documentary and library methods to identify the
components of privacy affecting social interactions. The population examined in the present study consists of the residents
of the Sheshsad Dastgah residential complex in Mashhad. The sample size is set to 322 people using Cochran’s formula.
A questionnaire is used to collect the required information, and the data are analyzed using the SPSS and PLS software.
Confirmatory factor analysis is applied to evaluate the research model and the validity of the questionnaire, along with
the one-sample t-test to compare the means and the Friedman ranking test to rank the components.

Results and Discussion

The findings of the one-sample t-test of the population demonstrated that the mean values of all the components and
subcomponents were higher than the obtained averages, and that all the specified components and indicators had relatively
large impacts on social interactions (p < 0.05). The mean for the interpersonal distance component was 4.48, that for
the boundaries and territories was 4.38, that for the physical characteristics was 4.12, and that for the visual-auditory
space was 4.06. The results of the Friedman ranking test also indicated that the components of border and territory and
interpersonal distance ranked highest in average, and therefore exhibited the greatest impacts on social interactions.
Moreover, physical flexibility, social homogeneity, and interpersonal flexibility exhibited the highest average ranks
among the subcomponents and the greatest impacts on social interactions.

Conclusion

As explained in the Methodology section, the SPSS 25 and PLS 3 software were used to analyze the data. The extracted
average variance index (AVE) was used to verify the convergent validity. This index measures the amount of variance
that a hidden variable gets from its markers, and its value ranges between 0 and 1, where higher values indicate greater
convergent validity for the structure. The mean extracted variance, which measured the convergent validity, varied from
a minimum of 0.53 for the boundary and a territory to a maximum of 0.70 for the physical characteristics. Since the mean
values of extracted variance were close to or greater than 0.50, we could confirm the convergent validity (total validity
of each component). Finally, the results demonstrated the validity and reliability of all the components and relevant
questions. The effects of the four main criteria of privacy on social interactions in the examined residential complex
could be analyzed using the Friedman test, ranking the criteria and the degrees of their impact on social interactions as
follows. The findings on the ranking of the privacy criteria with respect to a chi-square value of 226.81 (df = 3) indicated
significant relationships with social interactions (P < 0.05), from which it could be inferred that there was a significant
difference between the four criteria of privacy affecting social interactions, and the extents and degrees of their impact on
social interactions were also found to be different. The results of the Friedman ranking test demonstrated that the border
and territory criterion ranked highest in average, and exhibited the greatest effect on social interactions in the residential
complex. Shortly after that, there was the criterion of interpersonal distance, with an average rank of 2.97. According
to the results, the two criteria of border and territory and individual intermediate distance had the greatest impacts on
social interactions, and the criterion of audio-visual privacy affected them less than the others. There were significant
differences between the fourteen indicators affecting socialization, the ranks and values of which were also different.
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Highlights
— This study examines the relationship between privacy and interactions together.

— The results show that the two criteria of border and territory, and interpersonal distances, have the greatest impact on
social interactions and the criterion of audio-visual privacy has the least impact on social interactions compared to other
components.

—The results of Friedman ranking test showed that the indicators of physical flexibility, social homogeneity, interpersonal
flexibility and spatial planning have the greatest impact on social interactions and the indicators of dimensions,
proportions and hierarchy have the least impact on social interactions. Compared to other indicators.

—The study of the results in sheshsad Dastgah Residential Complex in Mashhad also shows that the designer’s attention
to the criteria and indicators affecting interactions with an approach to maintaining privacy in the design, has played a
significant role in promoting interactions between users and residents of the complex. Which has been considered by the
designer more than other criteria.

Extended abstract

Introduction

In residential complexes, securing privacy, in its two main dimensions, namely family privacy and individual privacy,
is prioritized as an effective component in ensuring the security and tranquility of residents. In fact, people’s attitudes
toward privacy are part of their socialization process. For establishment of social relations, the privacy of individuals
and groups in the public must be considered. It is essential to provide a balance between privacy and social interaction in
the light of the cultural values of the community. The purpose of this study is to identify and prioritize the indicators of
privacy effective on social interactions in a residential complex with 600 apartments in the city of Mashhad, Iran.

Theoretical Framework
Privacy is a process undergone for determining the boundaries between individuals, through which the individual or
group monitors how they interact with others (Altman, 2003).
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Theoretical Framework

In Nazrie et al. (2016), the consent rate of residents of informal settlements in the Afshar district, Kabul, Afghanistan to
the promotion strategy was challenged through interviews with them. The findings highlighted that it was insufficient
to consider only the physical aspects of upgrading settlements, and that the economic and social perspectives were as
important as the physical features. In a study on the strategy of upgrading informal settlements in Egypt, Khalifa (2015)
discussed the negligence of the residents of these areas. As long as the existing settlements are a kind of compensation
for the lack of formal settlements, they must be assumed to have a positive aspect as well. These constructive features
can contribute to any upgrading alternative model.

Methodology

The methodology of this research involves deep interviews with residents of Chabahar informal settlements and active
in-field participation of the researchers. The natural lifestyle of the inhabitants is observed, and the culture dominant
among the target community is interacted with more deeply. The data collection methods involve a physical study and
assessment of units where the informal dwellers live.

Results and Discussion

In Chabahar, the Balochi word Kampan is used to refer to a residential unit with a unique role and distinct social,
economic, and spatial features. Socially, the families inside each kampan can interact with each other. The members of
these families have an ethnic relation with each other. Economically, a kampan is a place where the inside dwellers play
the role of self-employers. Spatially, there is a courtyard inside each kampan where means of both livelihood and life
are provided. The results indicate that a kampan has an organizing characteristic as a spatial module within the fabric
of Chabahar informal settlements. Thus, a kampan can maintain its functions in any new pattern devised for promotion
of the informal settlements. For application of the economic aspect to the pattern, the outside structure of the design is
established, and the inside of the units is then completed by the residents in a post-occupancy process.

Conclusion

The main strategy adopted to confront informal settlements, incremental housing can be regarded as a productive,
participatory process. In this strategy, the architect has a facilitating role, designing and preparing the outside and
intermediate spaces. Then, the residents themselves complete the inside of the residential units. There are a number of
rules governing the completion process. Firstly, development is restricted inside the courtyard, because of the importance
of this space. Secondly, the residents can add up to one story to the existing buildings. Overall, the residents have an
approach in parallel with the architects’ toward a proper solution to the problem of upgrading informal settlements. From
a certain step on, the residents themselves decide how to subdivide, aggregate, or complete the inner spaces. Thus, a
sympathetic method of creation emerges within the target community.

Keywords: informal settlement, incremental housing, kampan, Chabahar
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Highlights
— The informal settlement, as a result of rapid urbanization, is created in or outside of formal and illegal skirts of cities.

— This research insists on the strategy of incremental housing as a process in the physical improvement of Chabahar
informal settlements.

— In the final pattern for residents, besides enhancement in physical aspects, maintaining spatial units among residents
is highlighted.

— compatibility of replaced plans with the culture of living in the community is a key aspect in any upgrading physical
pattern.

— From one step to the end, the residents themselves decide how to subdivide, aggregate, or complete the inner spaces.

Extended abstract

Introduction

Informal settlement, as a result of rapid urbanization, takes place inside or outside the formal, legal limits of cities.
These areas are mainly settlements of rural immigrants or poor urban dwellers. Inefficiency in the housing supply
system and instability of the economic aspect of housing in the urban market are the main causes of the emergence
of informal settlements. This research is focused on the strategy of incremental housing as a process effective in the
physical improvement of informal settlements in the city of Chabahar, Iran. Moreover, it seeks to promote the quality of
life in informal settlements and, consequently, integrate them into the official areas of the city. In the final model for the
residents, maintenance of the spatial structures is highlighted besides enhancement of the physical aspects. This means
that the alternative plans are compatible with the residents’ culture. The residents’ economic restrictions are considered
besides all these features. The results demonstrate that a decent model can be achieved using incremental housing and its
varieties: subdivision, aggregation, and expansion. This model assumes a more cooperative attitude than in the top-down
type of development. The incremental approach is based on individuals’ participation in the processes of making their
own houses given their types of social network and cultural habits. The research method involves the researcher’s active
attendance of the study area and observation of the inhabitants’ experiences. After all, the designer has no more than a
facilitating role in this strategy. From a certain step on, the residents themselves decide how to subdivide, aggregate, or

complete the inner spaces. Thus, a sympathetic method of creation occurs within the target community.
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processes can help to measure the effects of residential environment perception on social interaction.

Methodology

To investigate the effect of the perceived residential quality indicator on continuous social interaction, this research used
the descriptive-analytic procedure and the survey method. The population of the case study involved the inhabitants of
the Bagh-Shater neighborhood in Tehran, Iran. The sample size was selected based on factors such as location and urban
planning and architecture features. First, the indicators and components of perceived residential quality were assessed,
and the qualifications of the perceived residential environment quality indicator were then studied using Bonaiuto,
Fornara, and Bonnes’s (2003) questionnaire. Finally, the effect of the residential quality indicator on continuous social

interaction was analyzed.

Results and Discussion

The results demonstrated that modeling the effects of the perceived residential quality indicator on continuous social
interaction confirmed and explained nearly half of the variations therein. The indicators with the highest impact factors
included the maintenance and care of the environment, attachment to the place, and urban streets, in that order. With
respect to the main hypothesis of the study, there was a significant relationship between social interaction and the quality
of perception of the residential environment in Bagh-Shater. This resulted in a positive, almost high correlation between
the quality of environmental perception and social interaction, which increased as the quality of environmental perception
rose. Based on the obtained results, the best policy to improve continuous social interaction was to enhance the capacity
of local communities, thus enabling individuals to maintain the neighborhood spaces where they lived.

Conclusion

The results obtained on the effect of attachment to social interaction were in line with Fisher’s (1977). Accordingly, this
could be associated to a large extent with the way in which an individual has established social relations with people and
social institutions. If it can facilitate the flow of citizenship through man’s sense of attachment to the environment, urban
space can serve to improve continuous social interaction and, consequently, the quality of the residential environment.
The results of this study were in line with the views of Peter Kaltrop (1989) and the new principles and guidelines of
urban planning, which have considered the creation of neighborhood units with high walkability as the main factor in
establishment of social interactions and enhancement of environmental quality. Moreover, they were consistent with the
promotion of social interactions according to the results of Torabi and Rafieian’s research, based on the significant impact
of the sociability of space, which is a physical characteristic of space, indicating the effect of the environmental quality in
promotion of social interactions. This alignment can also be accounted for by the structure of the network of passages and
the general ossification of the neighborhood, which plays an important role in formation of appropriate spaces compatible
with social interactions despite its old, distressed quality.

Keywords: Perceived Residential Environment Quality, ongoing Social Interaction, Urban Neighborhood, Social
Relations, Bagh-Shater.
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Highlights
— The quality of perception of the residential environment as a tool for urban planners in order to improve and organize
the environment, have the ability to provide the necessary ground for the formation and promotion of social interactions.

— Using the residential quality perception index questionnaire by Bonito, Fornara and Bones in 2003, the effect of
components of residential perception quality on continuous social interaction using dual regression was explained.

— Among the indicators, the highest impact factor belongs to the maintenance and care of the environment, fixation and
the urban road, respectively.

— The indicators of the quality of perception of the residential environment have been able to explain about half of the

changes in social interaction.

— There is a significant relationship between social interaction and quality indicators of perception of the residential
environment in Bagh Shater neighborhood.

Extended abstract

Introduction

A tool for urban planners to improve and organize the environment of residence, the quality of its perception can
provide the requirements for the formation and promotion of social interaction. The obligations of neighborhoods and
neighborhood units include the provision of a tool to enhance social interaction and of a place for citizens to meet each
other and the management and coordination of civic activities. Accordingly, the purpose of this article is to investigate the
effects of the indicators of residential environment quality perception on continuous social interaction.

Theoretical Framework

A factor that affects the quality of life involves the establishment of an appropriate level of collective and social
interaction in living environments. The perceived quality of the residential environment is defined as the experience of
life satisfaction and happiness. Likewise, the process of perceiving the urban environment is a determining factor in an
individual’s image drawn and stored of his surrounding environment, and plays a fundamental role in the formation of
his residential environment and his satisfaction with it. Environmental perception is a process where one chooses the
required data according to his needs from the environment. Environmental quality is complex, and includes the mental
perceptions, attitudes, and values of different groups and individuals. The quality of the environment can be defined as a
fundamental part of the broader concept of quality of life.

The process of social interaction is the key to the perception of social processes. Environment information is achieved
through perceptual processes that are evoked by mental images and guided by human needs. Finally, perception of these
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way the concept can be used. Architectural designers and thinkers have different professional views on the process of
participation in design, and the views of participation-oriented architects and participatory design have been considered
as a new approach in the specialized training of architects. Collaborative design has assumed various manifestations
in architecture, all of which have in common the use of opinions and the participation of more and more people in the
design, especially in the architecture, of public spaces.

Methodology:
The present research is an applied deductive-review study.

Results and Discussion:

The present article aimed to explain the participatory factors by presenting and analyzing a conceptual-structural model
of the impacts of the effective factors in the process of designing public spaces. Accordingly, the three main components,
including the individual, social, and spatial dimensions, were extracted as the main influential factors in participatory
design. The intersections of these three with concepts such as the sense of place (in the semantic dimension), physical
and functional diversity (in the socio-spatial dimension), and permeability and readability (in the spatial dimension)
played the major roles in specification of the levels of participatory intervention. At the secondary level, the components
of access, security, and invitation (in the spatial dimension) exhibited the next greatest parts. The secondary level of
influence of the place facilitates people’s presence in public places, while the primary level of influence deepens the
participation in public places, and creates an emotional, unconscious, semantic structure at the place.

Conclusion:

This research emphasizes the essential role of the concept of participation in the design process, which is multiple,
complex and multi-level. The findings obtained in the design process can be applied at three levels: in the field of
decision-making and design planning management, in the field of physical planning and urban design, and, finally, in
the field of architecture and micro-space design. The first level deepens participation in public places, and creates an
emotional, unconscious, semantic structure. The second level causes this deepening process to continue, and the third
level makes it possible to facilitate people’s presence at public places.

Keywords: Participation, Design process, Public space, Social factor.
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Highlights
— Participation is a conceptin various fields and includes a wide range of meanings appropriate to its field of application.

— Despite the relatively broad theoretical background of participation, its efficiency in the field of public space design
process has been less.

— Three components of individual, social and spatial dimensions are the main factors influencing the participatory
design process of public spaces.

Extended abstract

Introduction:

It is important to consider the participation of public space users in the process of architectural design, and each of the
various definitions of public participation that is reviewed somehow expresses the richness of people’s involvement in
urban affairs at different levels, viewing public participation as an essential, inseparable component of urban development
and noting the positive, undeniable results of the public’s contribution to the design and architecture process. On the other
hand, this issue has been considered by many researchers and designers of urban public spaces in recent years, where
participatory design solutions have been presented in practical examples at the three levels of design, planning, and
decision-making. Despite the existence of a specific method of participatory motivation in design, concern for the issue
is limited in Iran mainly to low-level methods of receiving information involving, for example, interviews and recorded
user opinions, and a kind of deception is observed at macro levels of design, planning, and decision-making. Thus, the
results obtained from these measures are restricted to purely-written or low-level operational intervention. The important
point in this regard is the improper explanation of the effective components of participation, on the one hand, and the
ineffective structure of these components and its relationship with the design process, on the other hand. Therefore,
it is necessary to address the various dimensions of public participation and identify the components that affect the
participatory design of public spaces. Knowledge of the components affecting these spaces allows designers, planners,
and urban officials to design and plan quality public spaces with the people’s participation.

Theoretical Framework:

Participation is a concept that comes in a variety of contexts, and includes a wide range of meanings tailored to its social,
cultural, and practical aspects. It is regarded as a kind of notion that is easy to discuss but difficult and complex in practice.
Despite the growing significance of public participation in architecture, urban planning, and urban management and the
dedication of an important part of research in recent years to this issue, many architects, designers, planners, urban
managers, and citizens still often disagree on public participation. Recognizing a black box on the path to individuals’
effective participation in the process of designing public spaces, they emphasize that efforts made in the field of public
participation have often been ineffective, and efficiency has hardly been achieved in practice, especially in the field
of design and architecture, even with the relatively broad theoretical background of participation. On the other hand,
the diversity that is there in the field of participation in different disciplines has caused persistent problems with the
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revision of urban development documents, and revision of the relevant laws.

Key words: Urban design, River, River-centeredness, Public places
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in confrontation with urban rivers. The review of the research literature indicates that most studies have examined
aspects of the role and value of rivers along with their focuses. Specifically, domestic studies have not attempted to
comprehensively investigate the issue, and involve minor references to certain functions or qualities of rivers. In

addition, these studies have not examined the centrality of rivers in settlements and public places.

Methodology

This developmental-applied research seeks to reform the attitudes and perspectives of urban management professionals
and experts in river-related branches of science (including urban planning and design) and to note the importance of a
holistic view for their protection and use by reviewing the roles and functions of rivers and their qualities and values
for humans and settlements. In addition, the present study attempts to investigate the centrality of the river in public
places that are based on this natural phenomenon. It is based on the empiricism paradigm and a qualitative approach,
where the method of multi-case study is adopted to examine the status of theoretical concepts extracted from the
literature in order to collect the necessary data for description, analysis, and comparison of the case samples along

with field surveys.

Results and Discussion

The present study has examined the related literature including field surveys conducted in different Iranian cities with
rivers, identified, formulated, and presented the roles and functions/values and qualities of the river as environmental/
ecological, physical/spatial, functional, economic, social/cultural, perceptual and psychological, legal, geographical,
and other systems of study, and shown the scopes of investigation of various branches of science for them. In addition,
it has introduced the multiple dimensions of rivers and indicated the necessity of overhaul and metamorphosis
treatment of rivers due to their multifaceted nature after provision of the required framework within river-related
branches of science. On the one hand, the study has identified the items that can be inferred as differentiating factors
in river-based public places using river characteristics with logical conclusions drawn from river roles/functions/
values/qualities. On the other hand, the findings confirm that water and its effects and characteristics (i.e. the status
of the river as basis) are the most important factors used for distinguishing river-centered public places from others.
Therefore, it is necessary in the planning and design of such places to consider the central features of the river and
use them as components that shape the distinct personality of the place. Thus, effectiveness of the river and river-
centeredness in public places with rivers as basis at sustainable place-making requires particular concern for activity
and attempt, function and use, climatic comfort, economic competitiveness, social interaction, identity and culture,
energy supply, education and culture, landscaping, physical and mental well-being, self-actualization, pedestrianism,
meaning creation, infrastructure, appearance and landscape, internal cohesion, external cohesion, and connection with

the nature.

Conclusion

Playing numerous, diverse roles, rivers provide many values and qualities for the settlements involving them and
their inhabitants. Although Iran is located mostly in arid and semi-arid climates, many of its settlements experience
the presence of small and large rivers, permanent and seasonal. Taking advantage of this opportunity and enjoying
such qualities and values as a competitive advantage requires a well-codified, comprehensive plan and transcendental,
intelligent, creative management. The results of the research demonstrate that most of the interviewees believe that
the river can be used as a public place provided that the required training is offered to users, and proper planning,
design, and maintenance is established under the supervision of the government and urban management as designated
domains for the river free of the risk of damaging it. Potential applications of this research include the integration

of planning, design, and management of rivers, sustainable place-making and reconstruction with a focus on rivers,
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Highlights
— Playing various diverse roles by rivers and their abundant quality values for humans and their habitats.
— Utilizing the competitive advantage of urban rivers according to a comprehensive planning and a holistic, multi-
sectoral, intelligent, and creative management.

— Necessity of paying attention to the core characteristics of the rivers and their use as character shaping components of
public places based on urban rivers in planning and design process.

Extended abstract

Introduction

Rivers have been effective in the location, appearance, and development of settlements, everywhere including in Iran,
and have offered them various qualities. The current problem of water in the country has emphasized the issue of water
quality and health of rivers. However, simultaneous protection of rivers, response to the concern of how to handle
them in the development of settlements, and utilization of this gift to the benefit of the public requires an identification
of their dimensions, functions, and values within different branches of science. Recognition of the importance of
rivers, along with avoidance of an incomprehensive view in their planning, management, and exploitation, provides
a collective consensus among the people, officials, and professionals, which paves the way for the use of rivers to

improve the quality of life.

Theoretical Framework

By reviewing the functions, values, and qualities of rivers, while emphasizing the need for their protection, this
study seeks to re-examine and re-emphasize their importance for settlements and their inhabitants and the need for
comprehensive consideration of these natural phenomena. It also highlights the need to change attitudes toward rivers
and avoid sectoral planning and management in different scales and systems of study, and indicates the importance
of adopting a comprehensive view. In the context of urban design, the study explains the central role of rivers in
distinguishing public places. Accordingly, the primary purposes of the research are to review and account for the
functions, values, and qualities of rivers for settlements and to explain the dimensions of river-centeredness in cities
and public places. The secondary purposes are to account for the different dimensions of urban rivers in accordance

with the systems of study in different branches of science and to explain the necessity of adopting a holistic approach

1 Responsible author: Daneshpour@jiust.ac.ir



J MS Esmaeilpoor,etal.

of individuals with similar positions in the labor market or with similar lifestyles and cultures. According to Weber’s
socio-economic theory of capitalism, economic conditions alone do not necessarily determine one’s way of life.

Methodology

This is an applied quantitative descriptive-causal study. For investigation of the orientation toward the central fabric
and its effects on this fabric, different aspects of questionnaire data analysis and in-depth interview were considered
using structural equation modeling and the Smart-PLS software.

Results and Discussion

The findings demonstrated that the central fabric of Arak has appealed to the population, contrary to Borges’ theory.
The high prices of land in this fabric is mainly associated with its validity and authenticity (T value = 2.682). Its easy
access to the city center is another factor affecting the orientation toward this fabric and the increase in land prices
therein. These high prices have led to the demolition of single-family houses that are not yet very old, to be turned
into multi-story apartment buildings. The effect of the low cost of transportation on the individuals’ decision to choose
these neighborhoods to live in was not confirmed (T value = 1.306). The regeneration of the fabric has changed its
demographic conditions and the departure of low-income classes (T value = 23.861). The output of the final matrix
and the design of the interpretive structural model placed the two variables of transportation and social status in the
dependent zone, the housing price variable in the linking zone, and the variables of demographic change and land use
diversity in the independent zone.

The central fabric of Arak appeals to citizens due to its originality, prestige, and expensive land. This is contrary
to Borges’ theory, which describes the fabric around the city center as one with distressed neighborhoods and a
miserable, destructed appearance where immigrants live.

Conclusion

Given that the original neighborhoods with indigenous populations in Arak provide proper opportunities for
regeneration, gentrification of this fabric must be avoided, since land is a scarce resource in cities, and it is extremely
costly to meet the infrastructure requirements of development. Moreover, urban managers should consider the
current trend as an opportunity to provide a plan for efficient use of these lands because the lands in central Arak
involve capacity and demand for housing. Thus, infrastructure and superstructure facilities and services also increase
proportionally to the increase in density and residential construction.

Key words: Regeneration, Status and social prestige, Arak, Gentrification, Structural equation method.
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Highlights
— The prestige and identity of the middle tissues of Arak has been effective in the cost of land and has resulted in the
destruction of usable residential units.

— Contrary to Bergess’s theory - which describes the central fabric as a fabric with depressing neighborhoods with a sad
and sometimes ruined appearance and the habitat of immigrants and low-income cities - the high price of land and the
profitability of investing in the central fabric of Arak make it attractive. And has become the residence of the upper social
and economic classes.

Extended abstract

Introduction

Throughout history and all around the world, the living spaces of different classes in cities have been segregated given
their socio-economic conditions. The central fabric of the city of Arak, Iran is characterized by the highest housing
and land prices, and many citizens wish to live there. The high price of land in this area has led to a high demand
for housing. As a result, many of the buildings are demolished and converted into new, multi-story condominiums
although usable by the owners and builders. Problems have arisen currently, and inappropriate prospects are expected
for the future due to the replacement of single-family houses with multi-family apartment buildings without other
residential needs considered, such as transportation, provision of health services, education, open and public green
spaces, and parking spaces. The purpose of this article is to provide a structural modeling of the reasons for the above
tendency and for the high prices of land in this fabric and of the impact of social status in the neighborhoods on

regeneration.

Theoretical Framework

The urban ecology perspective distinguishes cities from three aspects of household: socio-economic, family, and
ethno-racial. The purpose of this paper is to investigate the role of the socio-economic status of high social classes on
the high prices of land in the central fabric of Arak and its impact on the regeneration of the central city neighborhoods.
Just as the lower classes and ethno-racial groups regard segregation as a way of uniting and preserving their identity,
the upper classes try to maintain their residential territory in terms of habits and behaviors by segregating prestigious

neighborhoods. Dignity or prestige results from approval by others. Therefore, social class can be defined as a group
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a larger number of indicators over Iran, and considered issues such as meaningfulness, proportionality, flexibility, and

functional compatibility for the first time.

Conclusion

Coastal areas are one of the most important zones around the world as they have a variety of advantages. Since there are
different aspects to be considered in regard to coastal areas, it requires a comprehensive approach to plan and manage
this kind of area. Theoretically, environmental quality can be addressed given a range of indicators corresponding to
different dimensions of coastal areas. This research considered coastal users as the link between environmental quality
and coastal areas, using structural equation modeling to examine the theoretical model. According to the PLS outputs,
the indicators of environmental quality in coastal areas are prioritized as follows: permeability, flexibility, functional
compatibility, efficiency, meaningfulness, proportionality, variety, presence of different groups of individuals, and
sustainability. Thus, permeability is the most significant factor affecting the desirability of this kind of space.

Key words
Urban coast, Environmental quality, Structural Equation Modeling, Coastal user, Bandar Anzali.
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Fig. 1. Theoretical framework

Methodology

Most of the dimensions that affect citizen satisfaction are determined by the concept of environmental quality. This
study sought to prioritize the components of environmental quality based on user opinions. According to the literature,
national and international documents, and authors’ views, a questionnaire was made to collect different indicators of
the nine components. Moreover, coastal areas have some aspects that have been identified by other studies. Fig. 1
shows the theoretical framework of this study, which involved different aspects of coastal areas and environmental
quality.

The method of analysis used in this study is based on Structural Equation Model (SEM). The data were analyzed using
the SmartPLS 3 software. For testing the model, data were collected from 160 questionnaires based on the Likert
spectrum distributed in the coastal area of Bandar Anzali. According to the SmartPLS outputs, space users had an

indirect impact on the nine indicators of environmental quality derived from the theoretical framework.

Results and Discussion

Desirable environmental quality zones have nine features, of which permeability is the most powerful. According to
this model, changes in environmental quality affect those in the permeability of the coastal zone by up to 87%. In
this study, permeability is defined through four indicators, including absence of space confusion, quality of bike paths
and sidewalks, visibility of natural and significant sights, and walkability and cyclability. According to coastal users,
therefore, these four features are the most significant in this type of area.

In addition to permeability, the flexibility variable is more influential than the others. In this research, flexibility
was defined by four indicators: flexibility of outdoor spaces, services for individuals with disabilities, flexibility of
buildings, and individuals’ unblocked access to spaces. If environmental quality is there in a coastal zone, therefore,
the above four indicators are expected to be in desirable conditions.

According to earlier experts’ and researchers’ findings on the indicators of environmental quality and a comparison
to the results of the present study, we found that the proportionality indicator has been neglected in the definitions of

environmental quality, as well as efficiency. Moreover, the comparison demonstrated that the present study examined
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Highlights
— Prioritization of Environmental quality indicators were done by structural equation modelling (SEM) method.
— Smart PLS software was used in order to analyzing data.
— Environmental quality indicators of coastal areas were investigated based on users’ opinions.

— Permeability is the most efficient factor in desirability of coastal areas.

Extended abstract

Introduction

Human societies have always been interested in beaches and their surrounding areas. This can be attributed to the
existence of two territories of land and water in these areas, which lead to the creation of competitive advantages in
social, economic, physical, and other aspects. The considerable demand of the population for exploitation of coastal
areas has caused systematic problems and disruptions in these areas. As explained by Iran’s Vice President for Strategic
Planning and Supervision, these problems have a variety of dimensions, such as environmental, land use, political
and security, and regulatory and legal aspects. Therefore, these areas require the adoption of an integrated planning
and management approach. Hence, the comprehensive integrated coastal zone management plan has begun to link
planning at the national, regional, and local levels since the early 90’s around the world and after less than a decade
later in Iran (in the late 90’s).

Theoretical Framework

Since 1976, the concept of environmental quality has been examined in the field of urban studies (urban planning and
design), which addresses all the aspects of urban environments and spaces (Rafieian et al., 2013). It has been discussed
and developed by many theorists over the past few decades. In terms of content, the previous decade can be regarded
as the period of maturity of this notion, but there are still a large number of challenges involved in the implementation
and operation.The need for a comprehensive, integrated approach to coastal areas at the micro and macro scales, as
well as the multidimensional concept of environmental quality, has provided an opportunity to view coastal areas from
the perspective of this notion, to identify its indicators, and to prioritize them. Based on a review of the literature on
coastal areas and environmental quality, the authors found that coastal users can provide one of the most important
links between them.
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